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Earthquake Center SAN MATEO — A private utility that provides drinking water to the city of San
AP Headlines Mateo has been fined for spilling chemicals into Polhemus Creek, killing more
than 30 protected steelhead trout.

Although the incident occurred nearly two years ago, the California Water Service
Co. was slapped with a $199,350 fine last week from the San Francisco Bay
Regional Water Quality Control Board for the fish kill and for failing to report the
problem until local biologists noticed dead fish in the creek, according to the
complaint.

The water board said at least 32 steelhead trout, a federally threatened species,
died in September 2007 after two incidents in which the water purveyor
accidentally spilled about 93,000 gallons of chloraminated drinking water into
(From the last 12 hours) Polhemus Creek after a machine malfunctioned. Polhemus Creek flows through
a watershed east of Crystal Springs Reservoir and is a main tributary of San
Mateo Creek.
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Cal Water spokeswoman Shannon Dean said the computer problem that triggered the chemical spill has long since
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been resolved as part of a $500,000 upgrade to the water tank in question, near Polhemus Creek. ”
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Dean predicted that the water board would likely reduce the penalty because of the money the company had spenton CADILLAG 1991 Feer.

the upgrades. If it does not, the company plans to appeal the fine.
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Dean also cast doubt on the chloramines as the cause of the fish kill, despite the complaint's allegations. Click for Details
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said. "By all indications there was a rainstorm at the time, and the SFPUC creek restoration project was going on." Click _for Details
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Less than a half an inch of rain fell Sept. 22, five days before biologists noticed the dead fish. Both the water board and

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration have ruled out the rainstorm as a likely cause of the fish kill,

according to the complaint.

Reach Julia Scott at 650-348-4340 or julia.scott@bayareanewsgroup.com.
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